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The French Oceanographic 
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4 owners, 4 operators : 

Ifremer : 4 ocean class vessels, 4 coastal vessels,  

 a completed panel of submarine and seismic equipment 

    

 

 

INSU :2 coastal vessels 

 

IPEV : 2 ocean class vessels   

 

IRD : 2 regional class vessels    

 

Previous situation 



 

 

  In 2008, the Ministry of Scientific Research supported the 
creation of the Fleet Strategic and Technical Committee (CSTF), 
charged mainly with updating the strategy on maritime assets for 
oceanographic research. 

  

As part of the continuation of a state-sponsored modernisation 
audit carried out in April 2006 and the conclusions of the CSTF 
presented in March 2010 and marked by efforts to respond to 
needs to control the costs of oceanic exploration, the four operators 
of the fleet decided to create a single fleet administration entity in 
the form of a Unité Mixte de Service (combined service unit - 
UMS).The UMS has been created on March 03rd 2011.  

 

Towards a centralized governance of the french fleet 



 

 Integrated scheduling of vessels and equipment (reduce transit 

time, optimize equipment and teams inter-operability,…) 

 

 Co-ordination of investment policies of the four members  

 

 Ability to propose a plan of concerted evolution of the national 

fleet 

 

The French Oceanographic Fleet  

 

Aims  



 

French Oceanographic Fleet schedule 2012 



 

French Oceanographic Fleet schedule 2011 


